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professional—talking. That's I/)S An
geles p^chotherapist Betty Berzon of-
lednggaycouples onesecret to a suc-
cesshil relationship.

The words of advice spill out as
Berzon describes what she's learned,
from her own 23-year relationship
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"Assuming permanence ^ that this

is a relationsmp Aat youare going to
be in for the rest of yourlife, that no
matterwhat ha:ppens youare going to
be therewiththisperson andthisper
son is going to' be there syith you —I
find'make? an enormous, difference."

Berion, who.tuips/^D this monthi
had never been in a'committed rela
tionship before, getting kvohred with
Teresa DeCrescenzo 'at 45. rjpsnite
her new love's reassurances.

cepted that this is the retetionship .I
' amalways going to be in,it made ey-
' eiything somura ea^r," she recalls.
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Straight married couples visa^y
expect &eir relationships to last a life
time, despite high divorce rates. The
goal feels within reach. After all, they
grew up —w^ all did -r seeing mar-
^ ^ 30, ^ "

„ help gay couples

^lhienttcomestostrUaiig.agooA^,^,Ba^«to^

were building something permanent, natiohal book audience m1988 wtn
"Once I crossed that'hne and ac
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, ^intimate'̂ relationships j
•when assets are i»oled, because that

AndVrstiu havrno'iegal existena. is ^an act^of faith in the future of the<?o it's more difficultfor us to endowa ' relationship. •i«lationshipwithasmuchrealtrustas - We lesbians, of jrouree, m^^
it heeds. Unconsciously holdng back nalfSn^th too much close- •""^eraon reports,VTeopl^ to me,

1—_-si. tvia'fAiaHnneMn tn >. nrder.to fecl.love for someone,. Aere,
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outside intereste.L much separate- zon has reachedwMe^
ness. "Gay men, more than most 1^- an

.bians, seem to have, a great ne^ to.,,,af^rJust differe^^^^^

nave to oe so mucn wurnr dui v"^«

permanence isassumed arid truly felt,
it's human to relax, kick' back, get
lazy. CouplessUp away wm express
ing affection.""'


